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#NotUs for Civic Literacy 
American Civics Now 

A bookstore that functions as a library. A haven where everyone feels welcome. 
Somewhere to bring that friend who’s never read a novel. The colleague who’s 
always complaining but never has any facts to back up his arguments. The 
bookworm who rarely emerges from the confines of her cozy home. 

An unpretentious gathering spot where people are respectful of one another. Where 
no one gets ‘shushed’ during friendly, lively discussion. Where children are 
embraced as our most precious resource, uncontrollable, mighty, and delicate, 
requiring nourishment, firm guidance at times, and room to assert their autonomy. 
Where elders are respected as the bearers of truths so deep, it often takes a generous 
heart, open ears, and patient encouragement to coax them out. 

Someplace where people engage one another with curiosity and sincerity. 

That’s the vision of Shadowlands Bookstore & Cafe.  

The Shadowlands environment is intended as a humble space that provides basic 
tools for guests to feel stimulated and encouraged to interact with others, while also 
having the freedom to sit back, relax and just take things in, whenever preferred. The 
main components offered to facilitate this experience are: 

Bins with laminated short articles from trustworthy news sources 
Hardcover books worthy of being cherished for generations 
A “kid’s corner” for active learning 
Refreshments at a reasonable cost 
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Short articles are handpicked from writers who diligently hunt down facts and 
weave together stories and short segments that illuminate and/or provoke. This 
quality journalism is divided into the following categories: 

Politics + Business 
Culture + Society 
Science + Technology 
Family + Home 
World + Travel 

Shadowlands also stocks a rotating selection of hardcover favorites and modern, 
soon-to-be classics. Here’s a small representative sampling: 

AMERICAN LITERATURE 
To Kill a Mockingbird 
Absalom! Absalom! 
The Intuitionist 
Sing, Unburied, Sing 

AMERICAN HISTORY 
In Search of America 
Visionary Women Who Changed Our World 
Smiling Through the Apocalypse 

BIOGRAPHY 
I’m Nobody! Who Are You? The Story of Emily Dickinson 
Kesey’s Jail Journal: Cut the M*********** Loose 
Nobody Knows My Name: More Notes of a Native Son 

NATURE/SCIENCE 
Silent Spring 
The Illustrated History of Time 

AMERICAN ART 
Norman Rockwell: The Illustrator 
John Gutmann: The Photographer at Work 
The Sweet Flypaper of Life 
Snoopy’s America: American Folk Songs 
Dr. Seuss Goes to War: World War II Editorial Cartoons 
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GRAPHIC NOVELS 
 Maus 
 Love and Rockets 
 Persepolis 

 
YOUTH/ADULT KIDS 

 The Tao of Pooh 
 Julie of the Wolves 
 Malcolm X: A Fire Burning Brightly 

 
POETRY 

 The People, Yes 
 And Still I Rise 

 
WORLD LITERATURE 

 The Idiot 
 One Hundred Years of Solitude 

 
 

 
Finally, Shadowlands hosts events sponsored by #NotUs for Civic Literacy, a not-
for-profit devoted to promoting civic engagement across all age groups. The group 
encourages dialogue by facilitating roundtable discussions and active learning 
workshops that help get us closer to answering fundamental questions, such as: 
—What does it mean to be an American today? 
—What role do we want the United States to play in the world? 
—How do we see ourselves as a people ten years from now? In generations to come? 
 

 

 

 



This cloth-bound hardcover limited edition in full color is available 
exclusively at your local bookstore, library, and 

Excerpt from #NotUs - A Memoir of Domestic Abuse: for our kids & grandkids 
(Oak Bound Books, May 2019)




