




A new Mississippi state flag designed by a 
segregationist’s granddaughter 

Dixiecrat Strom Thurmond, the longest serving Senator in U.S. history who long insisted on referring to any black 
person as “negro” and led a coalition to defeat the 1964 Civil Rights Act, also made history for opposing the 1957 
Civil Rights Act with a 24-hour filibuster speech. After nine black worshipers in a Charleston church were 
murdered, his son Paul Thurmond called on the state to remove the Confederate symbol from the Capitol.
Alabama governor George Wallace once  pledged “segregation forever” and blocked black students from entering 
the University of Alabama. His daughter Peggy Wallace (pictured below) rejects racial prejudice in her household.  
“It can be hard to take all this on, but I want my children to have a different legacy than the one left to me.”



The National Park Service maintains that the monument was paid for solely by small donations of 
former slaves. However, the initial funding promotions were posted without reference to the planned 
design, simply asking for freed persons to give money in honor and thanks to Lincoln’s memory. Later a 
St. Louis-based volunteer relief agency took up the effort, raising well over $25,000. Congress 
appropriated $3,000 for the pedestal upon which the original still rests.

An exact replica is featured in Boston’s Park Square. Located directly across Boston’s famous Public 
Garden, nestled between the stately Park Plaza Hotel and a Legal Seafood restaurant, the city’s 
“Freedman’s Memorial” is viewed by throngs of locals and visitors from across the world every day. The 
city of Methuen has another edition in its Town Hall, and University of Wisconsin-Madison is the 
sponsor of a version standing prominently on its campus grounds.

Lincoln Park, Washington, D.C.’s largest urban park located a mile from the nation’s Capitol Building, is 
also home to the “Emancipation Memorial,” designed by Charlestown native Thomas Ball to celebrate 
Abraham Lincoln. Speaking in 1876 at the dedication service with President Ulysses S. Grant in 
attendance, Frederick Douglass remarked: “showing the black man with a manly stature, rather than on 
his knees, would’ve been more indicative of freedom.”   



WWII Liberty Bell Attack: black transit workers promoted
In 1944 the Philadelphia Transportation Co. promoted eight black men to positions previously reserved for 
whites only. Labor groups used race-baiting propaganda to incite white members. As a result, 4,500 people 
hit the streets, refusing to work at a time when conscription meant intense labor shortages across the nation. 
The strike impacted production of military artillery, heavy ammunition, armored vehicles, granades, bombs, 
and other supplies vital to the war effort.
Within this backlash, one employee expressed his opposition by attacking the Liberty Bell. His explanation 
upon arrest?  “We’re being kept from our jobs and stopped from turning out equipment necessary to win the 
war. I want my brother serving in the army with five children waiting on his safe return to have a chance.”
Later study of the event by the National Urban League concludes: “It’s the Philadelphia Story, another 
stirring episode in the struggle for genuine democracy and equality of opportunity in America.”


